North Decatur Presbyterian Church
611 Medlock Road

Decatur, GA 30033-5510
404/636.1429 * www.ndpc.org

March 3, 2009

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

[f“ North Decatur Communicator

[ \ March 3, 2009
[r N\

Dr. Joel Alvis, Interim Pastor
Albert C. Winn, Pastor Emeritus

Clinton T. Miller, Director of Music Ministry
Maria Badre, Office Manager

Paul E. Osborne, Interim Director of Christian Education

Keep our homebound members in your prayers: Marge Ware, Melba Murray.

officendpc@bellsouth.net

Lenten Learning: Taize Worship

During the season of Lent, there will be weekly Wednesday evening
gatherings. Souper Supper will be provided at 6:00 p.m. At 6:30 the
children and youth will practice for Godspell Junior and adults will
gather in the Parlor for learning moments about worship in the Taize
style. This is in preparation for a worship service at North Decatur
Presbyterian Church in the Taize style on Wednesday, April 1 at 6:30
p.m.

What is “worship in the Taize style?”

Taize is a Christian community in France. It is intentionally ecumenical
and has developed a strong music and worship tradition. Each year
thousands of people travel to be part of this community of Christian
living.

The elements of a worship service in this style include songs,
scripture readings including some sung Psalms, silent meditation and
prayers of intercession. Each Wednesday we will focus on one of
these themes:

March 4: Prayers of Intercession
March 11:  Songs

March 18:  Silent meditation
March 25:  Scripture

Please come and join in learning about this meaningful worship
tradition so that it may enrich our own community life.

Joel



Worship i Merech:

March 8 Dr. Joel Alvis preaching

2nd Sunday in Lent

March 15 Dr. Joel Alvis preaching

3rd Sunday in Lent

March 22 Youth Sunday

€€ s »
Communicator
Schedule

(1st & 3rd weeks of each month)
March 2,16
April 6, 20
4,18
June 1, 15
July 6, 20
3,17

May

August

Extended Session
March 8
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Nursery : Betty Busbee
2-3 Yr Olds: Stockton Family
4-5Yr Olds: Moore Family

March 8
WORD ABOUT WORSHIP
Joel Alvis
LITURGIST
Fran Mohr
USHERS
Head Usher: Jon Colgrove
Ushers: Becky & David Evans,
Alice & John Cornett
Acolytes
Josie Veal

March 15
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM
Anna Kathryn Janke
LITURGIST
Deedee Murphy
USHERS
Head Usher: Jon Colgrove
Ushers: Susan Becky & David Evans,
Alice & John Cornett
Acolytes
Ramona Veal

Extended Session
March 15

*khkkkkkkkhkkikkkkhkkikkikkikkik

Nursery : Mary Elizabeth Etheridge
2-3 Yr Olds: Reagan Family
4-5Yr Olds: Pat & Deedee Murphy

This Lenten season we invite you to come
and see where Christ will meet you in the
simple spaces that have been prepared.

Learning About Taize Worship
and Experiencing It

Wednesday evenings from 6:30-7:20
March 4, 11, 18 and 25 in the Parlor

Come and learn about the worship style
created by the Taize community in France.
We will learn about this type of worship in preparation
for sharing a Taize worship experience on Wednesday, April 1.

Maundy Thursday, April 9" at 7:00 pm
Our Tenebrae service with Communion
served around the table.

Lenten Souper Suppers
Wednesdays in Lent at 6:00 pm
(February 25th - April 1st)

A simple and tasty, supper of soup and bread will be served.
The meal, catered by Badda Bing, will cost $3.50 per person.
Please email or call the Church office
by noon on Tuesday to make reservations.

LEND A HAND TO THE g
HANDBELLS

The handbell choir is

recruiting YOU. No music \
reading skills required. No %
prior experience. Just your

willing presence to learn. We are going
back to basics and reviewing everything
from basic ringing technique to music
reading skills. If you are interested in
finding out more about us, please
contact Clint: 404-636-1429 or
clint@ndpc.org

g

Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 8.
Please remember to move your
clocks forward one hour
Saturday night, March 7!



Kent Leslie’s home.

served, s10.
PROGRAM: Surprise!

ALL ARE WELCOME !
Kent Leslie

Church Key
Changes

North Decatur

Presbyterian Church

is being re-keyed.

The key changes began on Thursday,
February 26.

If you need a key, please complete a
key request form available from the
church office (phone: 404-636-1429
or officendpc@bellsouth.net). Each
key requires a deposit of $20. Once
you have returned the key, your
deposit will be refunded.

If you only need a key for an
occasional meeting, it may be more
convenient and practical to check out
a key from the church office.

Joel”

“WOMEN TOGETHER”
Tuesday, March 31 at 6:30 p.m.

(839 N. Superior Ave., Decatur)
Supper and glass of wine will be

Sweet Honey In The

Rock, the Grammy-Award winning
a cappella ensemble, will perform at
Emory University in conjunction with
Fund for Southern Communities and
the Center for Women at Emory.
Sweet Honey is known for its
inspiring performances featuring
blues, gospel, reggae, and traditional
African music. Proceeds will benefit
the Fund for Southern Communities, a
local foundation that partners with
organizations working for social
change. Call for tickets. Sat., April 18,
2009, at 7 pm. Glenn Memorial
United Methodist Church, 1660 N.
Decatur Rd, Atlanta GA 30307; for
more information call 404-371-8404
or email tickets@fundforsouth.org.

You can also purchase $30 general admission
tickets at the following bookstores: Outwrite
Bookstore & Coffeehouse, 404.607.0082,
Charis Books & More, 404.524.0304, and
Shrine of the Black Madonna, 404.752.6125.
Purchase tickets online at
www.fundforsouth.org.

NDPC's next work trip to New
Orleans is March 22-28. They still
need us badly and we need YOU.

Come work with us, have fun and eat
good New Orleans food.

If interested, contact
Anne Sayre:
asayre@bellsouth.net, or
404 371-1609.

CHURCH Prayer requests or
L4 \h ATTENDANCE: 2/22/09 3/1/09 celebrations may be shared
_ with Carol Tveit
Church School: 116 110 (chair of Congregational Care)
." Worship: 140 102 by email or phone:
 Visitors: 14 2 ctclarke@mindspring.com
\ Home: 404.289.3868
L -
B Cell: 404.617.7765
Cares & Concerns }@

Margie LaSalle (Marie Hodgman-Schoeneberg's cousin) as she is dying. May Margie be lifted up in hope that in
death and in life, nothing can separate us from the love of God. May that assurance and God's grace sustain her
husband Chris, children, Claire and John Mark and the entire family.

Diane Tennis, recently released from the hospital. Prayers for renewed strength for her and for her healing.

Prayers celebrating the lives and witness of Bill & Gay Culp, active members of Central Preshyterian. Prayers too
for Central Preshyterian as its members mourn their loss and for the Culp's adult children, Laura and John.

Ann Herrara (mother of Dot Herrara who works with Marie Hodgman-Shoeneberg) who is suffering from de-
mentia and battling cancer. Prayers for her, her family and her caregivers as they seek appropriate ways to care for
her.

NDPC Church Family Members who are experiencing difficulties in this time of economic crisis and change.
We pray especially for those families of those who have take drastic measures in dealing with this crisis.

North Decatur Presbyterian Church members, session and staff as we seek to serve as witnesses as people of
faith in our world.

Georgia General Assembly as they evaluate laws pertaining to the sexual exploitation of minors, the minimum
wage, criminal justice(especially as it affects cases involving the death penalty and dismantling the Georgia Public
Defenders Standards Council), health care, education, public safety (as it pertains to carrying and using firearms),
and immigration. Prayers that they will seek God's guidance and use

wisdom, mercy and justice as they make their decisions.

President Obama and those who serve with him as they seek to address the current economic crisis, global
warming, two wars, health care and all the problems our nation suffers. May God guide them to discern how they
can best serve the people of this country and the world, in order to bring equality, peace and justice for all God's
children.

Christians everywhere as we begin our Lenten journey of self-examination, atonement and celebration of the
renewal of life through the resurrection.

@ Celebrations !

Elsa Kathryn Cayce was born February 21, 2009. She was 6 Ibs. 12 ounces, 19 inches long and
beautiful! We join her parents, Genia and Brian Cayce, her brother, Henry, and grandparents, Anne
and Jim Topple, in welcoming this new life among us.

Charles Dewald who celebrated his 80th birthday on February 23rd. We celebrate Charles' life and witness
here at NDPC.

Presbytery of Greater Atlanta voted on February 21st for a constitutional amendment to permit presbyteries
and sessions greater control over who will serve them as officers and clergy.



H FUNDRAIs Youth

Sunday, March 8

6:30 pm: Youth Groups
Youth Sunday preparation/
Practice/Media Set Up

Y,
R
pitsplel®

Sunday, March 15
; . 6:30 pm: Youth Groups
. ) ' Youth Sunday Rehearsal

Saturday, March 21
10:00AM: Youth Groups

And AuCtiOﬂ Youth Sunday Rehearsal

Sunday, March 22
11:00AM:
YOUTH SUNDAY

Attenion all members and friends of NDPC: begin saving your

items to donate to our Yard Sale and Auction. The date will be W Ball Exreumganza

announced soon and we will have a festival-like day with sale (time TBA)

items, a silent auction, table rentals for those who want to have
their own sale, a bake sale and fun for children and adults.

The proceeds from the auction benefit both the mission trip to
Guatemala and the scholarship fund for both mission and
Montreat Youth Conference participation.

It's not to late to join the cast of
Watch the newsletter for details about when to bring items, how GODSPELL! Official Rehearsals begin

to sign up to help and the items available for bid at the auction. T_hig Cominng_einzﬁday, NF\)arTh 4 af
JOIN US FOR A FUN DAY OF FUND RAISING 6:30. Speak with Clint or Paul to get

involved with this exciting production
of the children and youth choir!

Adult Education 2

Winter/Spring 2008

RESURRECTION:
AN ISSUE OF FAITH

Leaders: Bill Brown and Sandi Payne
Location: The Parlor

Resurrection has been called the most central tenet
of the Christian faith. For many, it is also the most
controversial and difficult to uphold. Leading up
to Easter, we are looking at resurrection from the
biblical to the existential (with the theological
somewhere in between). What does resurrection
mean in a death-denying/death-fixated culture such
as ours? What does it mean to us at North Decatur?

SPIRITUALITY IN FILM & POETRY

Leaders: Ellen Gadberry, Alice Hickcox
and Tim Merritt
Location: The Den

In this class we are watching a short film each week
- drama, comedy, documentary. Our discussions
explore how these films relate to the challenge of

leading a spiritual life in modern times.

ENSLAVED PEOPLE, SPIRITUALS
AND RELIGION

Leaders: Kent Leslie and Debby Miller
Location: The AA Room

In this class we are exploring the history, the
wisdom, and the art of African American Spirituals.
It is an invitation to deeper understanding of the
struggle for freedom and the ability of enslaved
people to maintain hope over despair through
profound religious faith, spiritual connection, and
powerful music.



YOUTH MINISTRY NEWS
Youth Sunday is Coming—March 22

The youth of North Decatur Presbyterian will present their annual YOUTH SUNDAY service on
March 22 at the 11:00 am worship service in the sanctuary. The theme of this year’s service is
“Faith through Friendship” and is based on Passages from the Gospels of John and Matthew. Four
Seniors will be proclaiming the Gospel through word and media. Paige Castle from Decatur High
School, Sara Dowdle, a senior at Chamblee High, Ben Evans from Druid Hills High School and
James Godfrey-Kittle a graduating senior from Decatur High will provide the “preaching”
leadership. The 8th and 9th graders of the confirmation class will be writing the affirmation of faith
to be used in the service. The Music will be under the direction of Clint Miller and include a youth
music ensemble. Other portions of the service will be created by both the High School and Middle
School groups. This is a great opportunity for members of NDPC to invite families with children and
youth to visit our church. Please join us on March 22 and be in prayer for all of those involved as

they prepare worship for our congregation.

Guatemala Youth Partnership in Mission

12 Youth and 4 adults from North Decatur Presbyterian will travel to Guatemala June 12 to 21 as
partners in mission. Led by Anne Sayre, the group will live in a small community, work with the
children of a village and work on various projects at the church and in the community.

The youth attending are: Elizabeth Duffield, James Godfrey-Kittle, Vincent Antinozzi, Raymond
Glier, Matt Evans, Paige Castle, Micah Castle, Pete Nichols, Sarah Frances, Tomlinson, Ella Brown,
Todd Clark and Catherine Proctor. They will be led by Pam Joyce, Paul Osborne, David Root and
Anne Sayre. There will be many opportunities to support these partners in mission. This past
Sunday, Fly By Theatre, directed by Pam Joyce hosted a performance fund-raiser, which raised
$1,700 dollars. Later in the spring the youth will hold a yard sale and silent auction. They will also

be supported by your prayers for them as they prepare for their journey.

Interested in helping with youth ministry and/or fund raising and support?
Contact Paul Osborne

paul@ndpc.org

T0370(

Mission & Outreach

Mission & Outreach

Our country is in the midst of an economic crisis. Individuals, families, businesses,
and non-profit organizations have been negatively impacted by the current state of
the economy. North Decatur is no exception. This is a congregation that
traditionally has gone out into the world “to serve, work for peace and justice, and
share God’s love with all people.” Benevolent giving has always been a high
priority at NDPC. Unfortunately, this year's budget constraints are limiting what
each of the mission and outreach committees are going to be able to give. The
committees are faced with hard decisions regarding what organizations to support
and how much to give to those that will be supported. In the coming issues of the
Communicator, we will highlight different organizations that we have supported in
the past. Please help any of these organization as you are able — with either you
time or financial resources.

The first organization that we are lifting up is the Presbyterian Peace Fellowship.
Founded in 1944 to Erovide support for Presbyterian Conscientious Objectors to war,
PPF celebrates its 65" birthday in 2009. Over the decades the work of PPF has grown to
embrace and apply the nonviolence of Jesus on a wider range of issues. “But, whether
we were opposing nuclear weapons or Saturday nigh special handguns, ...whether we
were standing with Colombians or standing against more wars than we can count, one
thing has remained constant: the commitment to conscience---to the “still small voice”
that calls us back form violence and war.” (from the Winter 2009 Briefly newsletter)

Five years ago the Colombia Accompaniment Program was started to provide a nearly
continuous presence of solidarity with the courageous Presbyterian Church of Colombia.
This ministry provides support to the Colombian Church in the midst of continued
violence as it seeks to remain faithful to Christ's good news of life in its fullness.
Accompaniers (one of whom is our own Bob Leslie) go in pairs to experience life
alongside our sisters and brothers in Colombia, to learn about their reality and their faith,
and to share their stories here in our churches.

"The Presbyterian Peace Fellowship isn't about talk, it's about action. If you're
interested in living your faith to be a nonviolent peacemaker and to stand against
violence, militarism and war, this is the place for you."

Rick Ufford-Chase, Executive Director

To learn more about PPF go to presbypeacefellowship.org; you can send a contribution
to Presbyterian Peace Fellowship, 17 Crickettown Road, Stony Point, NY 10980. If you
are interested in becoming an accompanier, contact Sarah Henken at 773-387-2341 or
sarah@presbypeacefellowship.org



Community Ministry Update and How You Can Help:

As you know, our church is operating with a smaller budget this year
%_ than in recent years. Through the community ministry committee, we

support the following organizations: Decatur Cooperative Ministries,
k Initiative for Affordable Housing, Druid Hills Dinners, Our House,

ﬂ Common Ground, Decatur Emergency Assistance Ministry, Clifton
Sanctuary Shelter, and the Open Door Community. In some cases we

simply provide a cash donation to those organizations, and in other

cases we host and organize service events, such as the Village Initiative

back to school and Christmas parties and special dinners at Hagar's House, Druid Hills and
Common Ground. This year, in response to our budget cuts, the community ministry
committee determined that the greatest need is the operating budgets of the organizations
that depend on us for financial support, so all of our budget dollars are going directly to our
supported ministries. How can you help? We still hope to host various events, which this
year will require out of pocket expenditures on the part of NDPC members. Please be
watching through the year for requests for involvement in our activities. Small donations of
food, school supplies, etc. by many of us will make our load light and make a big difference in

Creation Care Sunday April 26, 2009

Last year on Creation Care Sunday, Nelda, along with 14 others, built a rain
barrel under the mstruction of Jon Watts-Hull. It 1s a 50-gallon plastic drum with
a hole near the bottom for a spigot and a hole n the hid for the downspout.

After some hired help from a handyman to properly attach our downspout, which
toppled over when I shid it out of the gutter, I cut off about a four-foot section and
shightly enlarged the hole 1n the Iid so our big downspout would fit in it. The rain
barrel sits on three cement blocks so that there will be enough elevation for gravity
to drain 1t from the side of our house to the front yard. I attached a 20-foot
section of garden hose and we were in business. It fills from one-quarter of our
roof (we have three other downspouts) with less than a half inch of ran.

I have since attached a hose to carry the overflow away from the foundation, at the
suggestion of our son Mike. That’s an improvement over the original downspout.

the lives of those we serve. Thank you.

Hagar’s House

Our week to serve is
coming up Sunday,
March 22nd.

We need cooks and
servers!

Please be sure to sign
up on the poster
board in the
Narthex.

You may contact
Roberta Goldbaugh
at 770-939-9512 for
more information.

GALE & JAN DUNHAM,
long-time NDPC members
are planning to move March
14 to ‘Abbottswood at
Stonehenge’ , a senior living
center in Raleigh, NC, near
to Gale’s daughter Leigh
Dunham.

They hope to place their two
dogs — Angel and Honey —
with a home in Raleigh by
then. If not, we hope to find
a home for them here in
Atlanta. They are nice,
gentle, very pretty dogs.
There is a flyer about this on
our bulletin board
downstairs. If interested,
contact Charles Dewald,
404-748-4050.

Dear Friends, ‘

The Open Door

Community is in
desperate need of I
tee shirts,

especially large,
extra large and 2x.

We would very much
appreciate your help!!

Thanks and peace,

Heather McVoy,
Support Services
Coordinator

The Open Door Community
910 Ponce de Leon Ave. NE
Atlanta, GA 30306-4212
404-874-4906

www.opendoorcommunity.org

One early benefit was the discovery of a dozen goldfish swimming in the rain
barrel before we nstalled the lid (probably courtesy of our young fun-loving
neighbors). This rain barrel will be on display this year on Creation Care Sunday
and many of you will be able to build one just like 1t from looking at it, as our son

did (goldfish not guaranteed!)

John Hollender, Creation Care

Ecumenical Advocacy Days
Faith Seeking Peace Workshop
Washington, DC * March 13-16

The NPDC Peace & Justice Committee is
building a delegation to represent NDPC at the
7th annual Ecumenical Advocacy Days in
Washington, DC. EAD, sponsored by the
Presbyterian Church USA and many other faith
communities, offers education, training, and
lobby visits on Capitol Hill. This year’s theme is
Enough for All Creation. Workshop tracks
include Global Economic Justice, Eco-Justice,
and Peace & Global Security. A registration fee
of $160 ($175 after 2/13) includes two lunches
and a Sunday reception. The conference will be
held at the Hilton Alexandria Mark Center where
a special room rate is available.

As an official EAD pre-event, WAND will lead
a workshop on the new 3rd edition of its Faith
Seeking Peace curriculum, a valuable resource
used in previous Sunday School classes at
NDPC. A registration fee of $20 for this
half-day workshop includes materials and
refreshments.

Conference brochures are available online at
www.advocacydays.org and through the church
office. The Peace & Justice Committee is
offering modest travel stipends to offset costs
of attendees willing to bring home information
and resources, report to the committee and take
a leadership role in the teaching of the material
at NDPC. For more information, please contact
Janice Butt (teachtale@bellsouth.net).




Tuesday, March 3

12:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

NDPC CALENDAR

Senior Lunch (Fellowship Hall)

Woody’s Watercolor Group (Den)

Handbells (Choir Room)

Atlanta Philharmonic Orchestra Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
Support Group (Ed Bldg)

Naim Ateek Presentation (Sanctuary)

Wednesday, March 4

5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Thursday, March 5

8:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

4:15 p.m.

6:30 p.m.
Friday, March 6
1:30 p.m.

8:00 p.m.

Saturday, March 7

All Day
10:00 p.m.

Sunday, March 8

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

6:30 p.m.

Monday, March 9

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 10

7:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Girl Scout Troop-Donna Sherrill (Ed Bldg)
Lenten Souper Supper (Fellowship Hall)
Learn about Taize with Joel Alvis (Parlor)
Children’s Choir (Choir Room)

Balcony Choir (Choir Room)

AA Meeting

Prayers for Peace (Wesley Woods)

Knit Wits (Parlor)

Girl Scout Troop-Ruby Hollender (Ed Bldg)
Girl Scout Troop-Megan Rickert (2-A)

Presbytery Christian Educators’ Bible Study (2-B)
AA Meeting

Women’s Retreat (Len Foote Hike Inn, Amicolola Falls State Park)
After School Program CPR Class (Fellowship Hall)

Church School

Coffee Break & Fellowship

Worship

Evangelism Committee Meeting (Parlor)
Youth Groups

Girl Scout Troop-Ruth Corbett (Fellowship Hall)
WIGS (Parlor)
AA Meeting

Men’s Breakfast (Fellowship Hall)

Staff Meeting

Woody’s Watercolor Group (Den)

Handbells (Choir Room)

Finance Committee Meeting (Parlor)

Atlanta Philharmonic Orchestra Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
Support Group (Ed Bldg)

NDPC CALENDAR (continued)

Wednesday, March 11

6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Lenten Souper Supper (Fellowship Hall)
Learn about Taize with Joel Alvis (Parlor)
Children’s Choir (Choir Room)

Balcony Choir (Choir Room)

AA Meeting

Thursday, March 12

8:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

Friday, March 13

1:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Prayers for Peace (Wesley Woods)
Knit Wits (Parlor)
Worship Committee Meeting (Parlor)

Presbytery Christian Educators’ Bible Study (2-B)
AA Meeting

Saturday, March 14
No Meetings Scheduled

Sunday, March 15

9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

6:30 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

Monday, March 16

6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 17

10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Church School

Coffee Break & Fellowship
Worship

Youth Groups

Session Meeting (Parlor)

PATH Committee Meeting (Parlor)
Peace & Justice Committee Meeting (Den)
AA Meeting

Staff Meeting

La Leche League (2-B)

Woody’s Watercolor Group (Den)

Handbells (Choir Room)

Atlanta Philharmonic Orchestra Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall)
Support Group (Ed Bldg)

Wednesday, March 18

5:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
8:00 p.m.

Girl Scout Troop-Donna Sherrill (Ed Bldg)
Lenten Souper Supper (Fellowship Hall)
Learn about Taize with Joel Alvis (Parlor)
Children’s Choir (Choir Room)

Balcony Choir (Choir Room)

AA Meeting




